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           Earl Graves, Speaker               Maureen Bunyan, Emcee
82nd ANNUAL ASALH BLACK HISTORY MONTH LUNCHEON
Earl G. Graves, Chairman and CEO of Earl G. Graves, Ltd., the parent company of Earl G. Graves Publishing Co. (publisher of Black Enterprise magazine) and former Chairman and CEO of Pepsi-Cola of Washington, D.C., L.P., is the keynote speaker for the 82nd Annual Luncheon event of the Association for the Study of African-American Life & History (ASALH).   ASALH was founded by Dr. Carter G. Woodson, who is known as the Founder of Black History Month.   The ASALH luncheon is the largest Black History Month Luncheon in America, and boasts attendance of more than 1,000 people. Scheduled for Saturday, February 16, 2008, the luncheon will be held at the J.W. Marriott Hotel, 1331 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20004, beginning at 12:30pm.  The Mistress of Ceremonies for this year’s luncheon is ABC 7’s Maureen Bunyan.  

The theme for this year, “Dr. Carter G. Woodson and the Origins of Multiculturalism”, will be announced by President George W. Bush, as the National Black History theme for this year. The public is invited to join us in this grand announcement at the National Press Club, Tuesday, January 29, 2008 at 1:00pm.  
ASALH is also pleased to announce an overwhelming response from corporate sponsors this year, including Wachovia, Chrysler LLC; Citi; Safeway; Black Professional Group – Bank of America; Bank of America, Marriott; The DC Lottery; Wal-Mart; The Washington Informer Newspaper; The Afro-American Newspaper; DC Humanities Council; Verizon and PepsiCo (partial listing). Dr. John Fleming, National President & Sylvia Y. Cyrus, ASALH Executive Director thanks the sponsors for their support.  Without them, it would be difficult to continue to disseminate knowledge about Black History Month.  
Established in 1915 by Dr. Carter G. Woodson, we are the Founders of Black History Month and carry forth the work of our founder, the Father of Black History.  We continue his legacy of speaking a fundamental truth to the world--that Africans and peoples of African descent are makers of history and co-workers in what W. E. B. Du Bois called, "The Kingdom of Culture."  
ASALH's mission is to create and disseminate knowledge about Black History, to be, in short, the nexus between the Ivory Tower and the global public.  We labor in the service of Black folks and all humanity.  ASALH is dedicated to the study, preservation and presentation of African American life, history and culture, and is a leader in the academic world.
As Dr. Daryl Michael Scott, ASALH Vice President for Programs, of Howard University, and member of the ASALH Board of Directors said, “When Carter G. Woodson established Negro History week in 1926, he realized the importance of providing a theme to focus the attention of the public.  The intention has never been to dictate or limit the exploration of the Black experience, but to bring to the public's attention important developments that merit emphasis.” 
# END #
For further information, contact Ms. Lyndia Grant, Development Consultant at 240-602-6295.  ASALH is housed in the John H. Johnson Building, School of Communications, campus of Howard University.
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