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The award is given biennially “to recognize and encourage scholarship in American history“ and “to recognize journal articles that display a pathbreaking character, that do not simply elaborate previous interpretations, but that propose new perspectives or knowledge or examine new areas and in so doing extend historical knowledge and raises new avenues of investigation. In seeking to recognize such pivotal articles, the award acknowledges their creative achievement in breaking constraints of conventional thinking in their approach to historical sources.”
http://www.oah.org/activities/awards/EBSCOhost/index.html

