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Association for the Study of African  American 

                        Life and History, Inc.

     Founded by Carter G. Woodson, September 9, 1915

                             2225 Georgia Avenue, Suite 331                 Phone (202) 238-5910
                                     Washington, DC    20059                     Fax(202)  986-1506  
                 www.asalh.org                           bydunn@asalh.net 



As we, enter into this new decade, we would like to commend ASALH’s members for continuing living the legacy and mission of our founder of Black History Month, Dr. Carter G. Woodson.  We thank you for your interest and willingness to help the Association for the Study of African American Life and History, Inc. maintain its operation for the last 96, years of service.  With your continued support ASALH will continue to serve you as the premiere organization devoted to the research of African American life, history and culture throughout the global community.  Thank you!
All memberships include quarterly issues of the Journal of African American History (formerly the Journal of Negro History).  Institutional Memberships only also include bi-yearly issues of the Black History Bulletin, (formerly the Negro History Bulletin).  All memberships include voting privileges and discounts to the annual ASALH conventions.

ASALH sets the Annual Black History Theme each year.  Click here www.asalh.net/themes_future.html to view website.  Our Black History Month Theme for 2011 is the “African Americans and the Civil War.”  The Black History Month Luncheon kickoff on Saturday, February 26th, 2011, at The Renaissance Washington, DC Hotel, 999 - 9th Street, NW, Washington, DC  20001 with Lerone Bennett, Jr., Executive Editor Emeritus, Ebony Magazine, as keynote speaker.  The 96th Annual Convention will be held in Richmond, Virginia, October 5 – October 9, 2011. Visit our website for details.

ASALH annual conventions create a great opportunity to participate in symposia and to network with others who share your interest in the study of African American life, history and culture.

Once again, welcome and hope to see you in Richmond, Virginia!

Sincerely,

Janet Sims-Wood

Sylvia Cyrus
 Janet Sims-Wood, Ph.D., National Vice President for Membership and

Sylvia Cyrus

Chair, Membership Committee

Executive Director
Barbara N. Dunn

Barbara Spencer Dunn

    Co-Chair, Membership Committee
James B. Stewart, Ph.D.       Janet Sims-Wood, Ph.D.                   Daryl Michael Scott, Ph.D.          Zende Clark            Troy Thornton                   Sylvia Y.  Cyrus 

President                               Vice President for Membership        Vice President for  Programs      Secretary                   Treasurer                           Executive Director


PROCEDURE TO OFFICIALLY QUALIFY FOR CHARTERING A BRANCH OF ASALH
“O R G A N I Z I N G”

Thank you for your interest in starting a branch of ASALH.  This membership package provides you with all the information needed to form a branch.  It also provides additional information about the Association as well.  As you look at the details for forming a branch, you will note that it takes a minimum of 15 members to form a branch.  Also, each branch is required to make a yearly contribution to ASALH Headquarters and it is encouraged that it be no less than $600.  We encourage those interested in officially chartering a branch to preliminarily follow the procedure below:

 

1.  Form a group of at least 15 persons who all join the Association by becoming at-large members through the purchase of the appropriate membership according to the individual’s age or status (general, senior, student, dual, institutional, etc.)

a.  Choose a name for the group.  While in the organizing stage, the group should purchase an institutional membership at a cost of $250 for the organizing year.  (see the services that will be provided for your group while an institutional member on the 'Description of  Membership Services" page in the membership package)

b.  Fill out the branch membership form indicating in the upper right corner the word “ORGANIZING” and forward to Headquarters with the name of all 15 members who have paid their membership dues.  (appropriate payment documents should be forwarded with form)  When form and payments are received at Headquarters, your group will then be considered by ASALH Headquarters as a group that is   "Organizing."

 

2. During the course of the year, work to build the camaraderie needed and form a consensus of what the group will

focus on as a group that will be in accordance with the mission of ASALH.  Some examples are:

a. Encourage a book club reading of The Mis-Education of the Negro.  Use a scholar to facilitate discussions (using 

an outline developed by ASALH historians/scholars.  You can advertise these discussions on a local radio station, etc.   Host the discussions one day a week OR twice a month at a local library, college, church, etc.)

b. Promote the Annual Black History Theme to schools, churches, libraries, etc. in the area you live.  Encourage

the groups you reach to purchase the theme products (see website for details)

c. Promote the purchase of ads for the annual souvenir journal for the Annual Convention held each AND encourage the same for the annual Black History Luncheon held each year in February. (vist website for dates and location…www.asalh.org)
d.  As a group, sell tickets for the Black History Luncheon and purchase at least one table for the members in your                              

      group to attend the luncheon.

e.  Assign one member as ‘group historian’ to review the annual Black History theme products and conduct a 

presentation to the group to educate the members of your group about the annual black history theme.  All members of the group will serve as spokespersons to the public as it relates to the annual theme.

f.   Promote the sell of "The Mis-Education of the Negro"

g.  Promote the ASALH Speaker's Bureau (www.asalh.org) among friends and colleagues and encourage use of 

     ASALH speakers for programs throughout the year centered on African American History.

 

These are some ideas that could work.  The key is, whatever the group decides to do, be sure it is realistic and make sure it can be accomplished in the first year.  Submit your suggestion for the group to Headquarters to include your suggested meeting schedule.  No later than August 15 of the organizing year, make a contribution to the Headquarters office of whatever amount the group can raise (while organizing, the amount can be whatever the group can raise.  Keep in mind, if the group is granted a charter, a minimum of $600 must be raised and submitted to ASALH Headquarters each year to stay in line with ASALH governance.  Organizing will prepare the group for requesting a charter. Part of the preliminary work is to establish an ability to raise funds for the National Office. At the preliminary level, the group may decide: (1)  not to affiliate with the National Office; (2) to retain an “institutional” $250 relationship with the National Office; (3) Remain individual at-large members of the association;  OR (4)   request a charter with the authority to use the ASALH name and the obligation to raise $600 per annum as an official branch of ASALH.
 

Last but not least, a couple of representatives from your group should attend the annual convention.  Then, by end of year, the participants will have a good understanding of what full participation with ASALH is like.  A decision to become a branch or remain an institutional entity should be made by the 15 or more at-large members as a team.

 
After your application is submitted to request a charter for the organizing group, Vice President for membership will submit the application to the Executive Council Membership Committee for approval or disapproval based on how successful you have been in the ‘organizing’ interim.  This procedure has recently been activated based on the fact that our branches are a very critical part of ASALH.  They operate as Headquarters does on a smaller scale.  Because we are a 501(c)3 organization, it is important to make sure branches are viable and operate according to ASALH constitution and bylaws.
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Association for the Study of African American Life and History, Inc.

Carter G. Woodson Founder, September 9, 1915

DESCRIPTION OF MEMBERSHIP SERVICES

SUSTAINING LIFE MEMBERSHIP CONTRIBUTION CATEGORIES

This member category is provided to offer fully paid Life members an opportunity to continue to support the Association with yearly charitable giving beyond their final Life Membership payment.  Three categories exist:  Heritage Hero; Heritage Defender; and Heritage Guardian.  Members in these three categories will be listed in the souvenir journals at ASALH Annual Convention and the Black History Luncheon.  Also, all privileges outlined in the Life Membership category apply.

LIFE MEMBERSHIP

· Subscription to Journal of African American History (formerly the Journal of Negro History)

· Discounts: Registration fees for ASALH Annual Conventions and other selected events

· Membership Card; Life Membership Certificate; and Voting Privileges

· Life Heritage Categories ONLY-listing in Annual Convention and Black History Luncheon Souvenir Journals
CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP

· Subscription to Journal of African American History (formerly the Journal of Negro History)

· Black History Posters

· Discount on Registration fees for five persons at ASALH Annual Conventions and other events

· Corporate Membership Certificate    and    One Vote at Each Year’s Election

· A Listing in Annual Convention and Black History Luncheon Souvenir Journals
INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIP

· Two subscriptions to Journal of African American History (formerly the Journal of Negro History) and the

Black History Bulletin (formerly The Negro History Bulletin)

· Black History Learning Resource Materials (BHM Kit) (2 copies)

· Discount on Registration fees for two persons at ASALH Annual Conventions and other events

· Institutional Membership Certificate & Membership Card      AND       One Vote at Each Year’s Election

GENERAL, LIFE INTERIM and DUAL MEMBERSHIPS

· Subscription to Journal of African American History (formerly the Journal of Negro History)

· Discounts: Registration fees for ASALH Annual Conventions
· Membership Card and Voting privileges; Dual membership receives only one vote.

STUDENT MEMBERSHIP

· Subscription to Journal of African American History (formerly the Journal of Negro History)

· Discounts: Registration fees for ASALH Annual Conventions and Membership Fee
· Membership Card and Voting privileges

SENIOR CITIZEN MEMBERSHIP

· Subscription to Journal of African American History (formerly the Journal of Negro History)

· Discounts: Registration fees for ASALH Annual Conventions and Membership Fee
Membership Card and Voting privileges
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Association for the Study of African American Life and History, Inc., (ASALH)
 2225 Georgia Avenue, NW, Suite 331    Washington, DC  20059     (202)238-5910  Fax: (202) 986-1506 
web address: www.asalh.org      email address: bydunn@asalh.net     
MEMBERSHIP FORM WITH NEW DUES INCREASES

New Membership (     Renewal Membership (
Carter G. Woodson, founder
1875 - 1950                            The annual membership year is January 1 – December 31

TODAY’S DATE __________________________
Referred by _______________________________
(Please type or print legibly)
                                           

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PREFIX      FIRST




MIDDLE


LAST

                      SUFFIX
Address: ______________________________________________City: __________________________State:_________ Zip: ____________
Daytime Phone: ____________________________________Evening:_________________________ Fax: ____________________________

Email Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
ASALH Branch Affiliation (If you are currently a member of an ASALH Branch, please list here):

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
If you are interested in joining or forming a branch, please check here:  
Student Memberships Only, Indicate Name of School You Attend: _________________________________________________________
City where school is located _____________________________________State where school is located_________Zip_________________
Major ________________________________________
Degree Pursued ___________________________________________________
PLEASE CHECK ONE

INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIP    (
$  250.00   Enter name of institution on appropriate line below:

College/University – (Department)  ________________________________________________________


Non-Profit Organization _________________________________________________________________


Church / Religious Organization  __________________________________________________________


Student Organization    _______________________________________________________________________________




INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP 


General  ( $ 65.00
                    Senior (65+)  (  $ 45.00                     Student  (  $ 35.00
*All membership includes quarterly issues of ASALH publication, The Journal of African American History (formerly the Journal of Negro History), voting privileges and discounts at the national conventions and other events.

DUAL MEMBERSHIP:  (  $100.00 payment includes one $65 general membership and spouse will receive membership for $35.  A dual membership couple will receive one copy of all correspondence and publications.  The couple will have one vote.  Discount privileges apply to both individuals.

INDIVIDUAL INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP (  $100.00      All categories pay the same price

LIFE MEMBERSHIP:    (
$1000.00                              JR. MEMBERSHIP:    (    $500.00








       (Ages up to 18 years old)         


(Also Payable in $200.00 installments and must be completed in 5 years)……….installment # ________

Sustaining Life Member yearly contributions beyond final Life membership payment:
· Heritage Hero (for Life Members who are Seniors only)  (    
$50 - $75

· Heritage Defender for Life Members 
      
     
(
$76 - $100
· Heritage Guardian for Life Members
                  
(
$101+
Association for the Study of African American Life and History, Inc.

Carter G. Woodson Founder, September 9, 1915

2225 Georgia Avenue, NW, Suite 331,  Washington, DC  20059     (202) 238-5910  Fax: (202) 986-1506
web address: www.asalh.org      email: bydunn@asalh.net

501 ( C ) 3 Non-profit Organization

Procedures for Organizing ASALH Branches

(last update 2-18-06)

The National Office of the Association for the Study of African American Life and History, Inc. (ASALH) urgently needs the support of the community to further the vision and mission of Dr. Carter G. Woodson.  Thus, there is a need to increase our membership through the establishment of branches in schools, colleges, universities, churches, and institutional memberships at school and public/private libraries.  We invite you to organize a branch of ASALH.  The procedures are outlined for your utilization.

PART I.
AUTHORIZATION

An ASALH branch must be authorized by the National Headquarters.  No operation in the name of the Association for the Study of African American Life and History, Inc. is permitted otherwise.

PART II.
REGULATIONS

1. At least fifteen (15) persons committed to the ideals of Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson and who pay annually the appropriate membership dues may qualify to be chartered as a branch of ASALH by the national office.

2. Branches shall forward total membership dues to national office yearly.

3. Branches should establish a local dues structure to conduct programs and services in their community to promote the ASALH mission and vision.

4. All branches will submit to Headquarters, on official ASALH forms, a yearly branch financial statement and a branch status report on or before January 15th each year.

5. Each branch is expected to make a substantial annual contribution to the national office on or before July 25th each year to supplement escalating operational expenses.  The minimum sum of $600 is encouraged.

6. Branches are encouraged to establish youth guilds, university/campus-based branches, and cultural education experience ministries in local churches.  Contact Headquarters for procedures.

7. Each branch is expected to send representatives to participate in the annual meeting.

8. Current paid members will receive a membership card authorized by the Association.  Fully paid life members will receive an official life certificate from the Association.

9. Institutional members will receive official institutional membership certificates for display in places of operation.

James B. Stewart, Ph.D.        Janet Sims-Wood, Ph.D.
              Daryl Michael Scott, Ph.D.           Zende Clark            Troy Thornton                  Sylvia Y.  Cyrus 

President                               Vice President for Membership     Vice President for  Programs        Secretary                 Treasurer                          Executive Director

PART III.
DUTIES

1. Send an annual report of branch activities to the Executive Director at the National

      Office.

2. Collect and preserve the record of great African Americans in your community.

3. Write the life histories of great African Americans and families in your state with emphasis on oral histories.

4. Promote the actual study of African Americans.

5. Disseminate to clubs, churches, and schools the important facts of what people of African descent have achieved, with special emphasis on your community.

6.  Encourage school libraries, public and private libraries, churches, and community organizations to become

     institutional members of ASALH, and to use the annual black history theme and purchase theme resources.

7.  Send immediately to the national office any changes in contact information for branch members and/or elected officers to ensure they continuously receive publications and other pertinent ASALH correspondence.
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Association for the Study of African American Life and History, Inc.

Carter G. Woodson Founder, September 9, 1915

2225Georgia Avenue, NW, Suite 331, Washington, DC 20059  Phone (202) 238-5910  Fax (202)  986-1506

 web address: www.asalh.org      email:  bydunn@asalh.net
ORGANIZING  
Established Branch Agreement

March 13, 2006

revised

Upon the inception of an established branch of The Association for the Study of African American Life and History, Inc. (ASALH), or upon the start of organizing a branch of ASALH, the undersigned agrees to follow all policies and procedures, and all modifications and/or revisions hereafter set forth by the National Headquarters of ASALH.  Branches of the Association shall be under the jurisdiction of the Association and subject to all of its rules and regulations as established in the Constitution and By Laws.  This includes adherence to all documentation and financial accounting procedures. The undersigned further acknowledges that revisions to any of the Association’s official documents, forms, and/or procedures are strictly prohibited and are the sole responsibility of the national headquarters.  (CHECK THE BOX ABOVE IF YOU ARE ORGANIZING)

All branch officers are responsible for representing and upholding the mission and vision of the National Association and for ensuring that all such policies, and procedures, are conveyed to the membership of the said local branch.

The Association reserves the right to amend this agreement for the benefit of the Association, its branches and membership. 


To promote, research, preserve, interpret, and disseminate

information about Black life, history and culture to the global

community………………ASALH Mission.

James B. Stewart, Ph.D.       Janet Sims-Wood, Ph.D.
               Daryl Michael Scott, Ph.D.       Zende Clark             Troy Thornton                  Sylvia Y.  Cyrus 

President                               Vice President for Membership     Vice President for  Programs    Secretary                   Treasurer                          Executive Director

Association for the Study of African American Life and History, Inc.

Fact Sheet
The Association for the Study of African American Life and History, Inc. (ASALH), incorporated October 3, 1915, under the laws of the District of Columbia is a non-profit, tax-exempt professional organization.  Its founder was the late Carter G. Woodson, a Harvard trained scholar and international educator who was the son of former slaves.  Woodson, like W.E.B. DuBois, realized early the important role of the African American (then “Negro”) in the history of the U.S. and world and committed his life to research on the African American past and to the dissemination of knowledge about the African American in the new world.  The work of the organization has historically been the conservation and preservation of African American history and culture.

The Mission of the Association for the Study of African American Life and History, Inc. (ASALH) is to promote, research, preserve, interpret, and disseminate information about Black life, history and culture to the global community.

The Vision of the Association for the Study of African American Life and History is to be the premier Black Heritage and learned society with a diverse and inclusive membership supported by a strong network of national and international branches to continue the Woodson legacy.

Headquartered in Washington, DC, ASALH operates as local, state, and international branches promoting greater knowledge of African American history through a program of education, research, and publishing.  ASALH

· *supports the study of African American history in homes, schools, colleges, churches, organizations, businesses, and government;

· *provides a speakers’ bureau in support of Black History programs throughout the year;

· *sets the annual theme for National African American History Month;

· *sponsors specialized professional development curriculum workshops, institutes, and seminars;

· *co-sponsors with the National History Day organization awards to high school students for winning projects, papers, or performances relating to African American History;

· *sponsors an annual convention, a national venture of study, discussion and projection;

· *supports diversity through dialogue and public education;

· *sponsors undergraduate essay contests at annual ASALH convention; and
· *supports and promotes the Carter G. Woodson Historic Site Fund.

Current Program Interest

Annual Conference.  Plan to join us at our Annual Meeting held in cities throughout the United States each year.  Visit our website at www.asalh.net for location and review of the exceptional educational program format and activities.  The annual program has been designed to enable everyone to attend the session of their choice and promises to be outstanding and complete with exciting topics and presenters.

Black History Month Kit.  Since the establishment of Negro History Week by Carter G. Woodson in 1926, ASALH has promoted the celebration of Black History, expanding from week to month to year.  It now prepares and distributes annually a kit based on the theme for educators, business and community groups, government agencies, and correctional institutions.  Visit our website for the annual black history theme for the current year.
Professional Development and Networking for Teachers.  Workshops, seminars and institutes provide in-service and exchange opportunities for teachers on selected themes.  Past themes have included “African Americans in World War II” and “The Middle Passage.”

Collaboration and Partnerships.  ASALH has worked with public agencies, including the National Endowment for the Humanities, Division of Education Programs, the Department of Defense, the National Park Service, Capital Region Area, National Trust for Historic Preservation, the National Education Foundation, and the U.S. Customs Service, and private foundations, including the Ford Foundation, John H. Johnson and Johnson Publications, the Mary McLeod Bethune Museum, Omega Psi Fraternity, Farmers Insurance, Kiamsha Youth Empowerment Organization, National Alliance of Faith and Justice (Pen or Pencil Movement), the Emmit Till Annual Convention, Wachovia Bank and the Black African Arts and Culture Organization.  ASALH welcomes joint ventures with programs and organizations interested in diversity issues and training through study, dialogue and public education.

Historical and Archival Collections, Publishing, and Materials Development.  In addition to collecting historical manuscripts and materials relating to the African American experience, ASALH publishes quarterly The Journal of African American History (formerly The Journal of Negro History), edited for 25 years by Dr. Alton B. Hornsby at 

Morehouse College in Atlanta.  After Dr. Hornsby’s retirement in 2001, The Association named Dr. V.P. Franklin as editor of the Journal, Columbia University, Teacher’s College and in 2004, Dr. Franklin and the Journal moved to Dillard University.  Founded in 1916, the Journal will celebrate its 90th Anniversary in 2006 and is the oldest professional journal by and about African Americans.  A second publication is the Black History Bulletin (formerly the Negro History Bulletin), co-edited by LaVonne Neal, Dean of Education at University of Colorado at Colorado Springs and Alicia Moore, Southwestern University, and published at ASALH Headquarters in Washington, DC.  The Bulletin was initiated in 1937 at the suggestion of Mary McLeod Bethune as a training tool published by teachers for teachers.

Carter G. Woodson National Historic Landmark.  The Carter G. Woodson Home in Washington, D.C. was designated a National Historic Landmark on October 30, 1975.  In January 2000 a bill was introduced by Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton initiating a study to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to study the suitability and feasibility of designating the Carter G. Woodson Home as a National Historic Site.  The Bill establishing the Home as a National Historic Site passed the House and finally the Senate in November 2003.  In February 2007, it was named the 389th Unit of the National Park System.  The Carter G. Woodson Home was the home of The Association from 1923 until 1950 and has been the location of many famous conventions and events.   On January 28, 2006, an official ceremony transfered the ownership of the Woodson home from ASALH to the National Park Service to ensure its future preservation.
International Intercultural Development.  ASALH at points through the years maintained chapters in Liberia and Japan, thus highlighting the significance of international and intercultural understanding in the context of continuing global development.  A branch in Nigeria began organizing in 2005.  The task of overseas branches is to promote greater mutual knowledge and understanding of the relationship of American and African American history and culture and other cultures and nations, especially third world, developing and newly developed regions.
__________________________

The Association


[
ASALH;  A History of Facts              ]
for the Study of
[*the first academic organization devoted to              ]
African American Life

[   African American Culture                                      ]
and History



[*the first black-owned and operated academic          ]






[  publisher                                                               ]





[*the first academic journal by and about African      ]
A New History for


[   Americans                                                          ]
A New Century



[*the first observance of Negro History in 1926          ]

[*the first African American woman- Mary McLeod  ]                                        

[  Bethune, to head a major organization                     ]

[*founded by Carter G. Woodson, first descendant of]

[  slaves to graduate with a Ph.D. from  Harvard         ]
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1875 - 1950










Note About the Founder


CARTER GODWIN WOODSON, the son of former slaves, James and Eliza (Riddle) Woodson, was born December 19, 1875, at New Canton in Buckingham County, Virginia.  One of a large poor family, he could not regularly attend school, but he was able, largely by self-instruction, to master fundamentals of common school subjects by the time he was seventeen.


Hoping to further his education, Carter and his brother, Robert Henry, moved to Huntington, West Virginia.  He was forced to earn his living as a miner in the Fayette County coal fields.  Not until 1895 was he able to enter the Douglass High School in Huntington, where he won his diploma in less than two years.  He received his high school certificate with creditable grades.  It is thus easy to understand that he earned the degree of Litt. B. from Berea College, Kentucky, 1901, after two years of study.


In his career as an educator, he served as principal of the Douglass High School, Supervisor of schools in the Philippines, teacher of languages in the high schools of Washington, D.C. and Dean of the Schools of Liberal Arts at Howard University and West Virginia State College.  Ever a seeker for more knowledge, he earned the B.A. degree and the M.A. degree in 1908 from the University of Chicago, and the Ph.D. degree in 1912 from Harvard University.  A year of study in Asia and Europe, including a semester at the Sorbonne, and his teaching and travels abroad, gave him a mastery of several languages.

Convinced by this time that among scholars the role of his own people in American history and in the history of other cultures was being either ignored or misrepresented, Dr. Woodson realized the need for special research into the neglected past of the Negro.  The Association for the Study of Negro Life and History, founded in Chicago, September 9, 1915, is the result of this conviction.  In the same year appeared one of his most scholarly books, The Education of the Negro Prior to 1861.  In January the following year, Dr. Woodson began the publication of the scholarly Journal of Negro History which, despite depressions, the loss of support from Foundations and two World Wars, he never missed an issue.


A chronicle of Dr. Woodson’s far-reaching activities must include the organization in 1920 of the Associated Publishers to make possible the publication of valuable books on the Negro not then acceptable to most publishers; the establishment of Negro History Week in 1926; the initial publication of the Negro History Bulletin; the voice of the Association which has maintained continuous publication since 1937; the direction and subsidizing of research in Negro history by the Association; and the writing of numerous articles, monographs and books on the Negro.  The Negro in Our History, now in its eleventh edition, has sold more than 90,000 copies.  Dr. Woodson’s most cherished ambition, a six volume Encyclopedia Africana, was not completed by the time of his death, April 3, 1950.  Nevertheless, any encyclopedia of the Negro will have to rely heavily on the writings of Dr. Woodson, upon the Journal and the Bulletin and upon the other publications of those who he encouraged and inspired.


For his scholarly works and publications, Dr. Woodson is accorded a place of high rank in historical schools of the nation and the world.
 Association for the Study of African-American Life and History, Inc.

Carter G. Woodson Founder, September 9, 1915

 2225 Georgia Avenue, NW, Suite 331, Washington, DC  20059     (202) 238-5910  Fax: (202) 986-1506
web address: www.asalh.org      email:  bydunn@asalh.net
Books by

Dr. Carter G. Woodson
The Education of the Negro Prior to 1861

The Negro in Our History

The History of the Negro Church

The Rural Negro

African Myths Together with Proverbs

Negro Orators and Their Orations

The Mind of the Negro Reflected in Letters Written During the Crisis

African Heroes and Heroines

Encyclopedia Africana

The African Background Outlined

The Mis-Education of the Negro

To promote, research, preserve, interpret, and disseminate

information about Black life, history and culture to the global

community………………ASALH Mission.

 James B. Stewart, Ph.D.   Janet Sims-Wood, Ph.D.
          Daryl Michael Scott, Ph.D.       Zende Clark            Troy Thornton                   Sylvia Y.  Cyrus 

President                            Vice President for Membership     Vice President for  Programs    Secretary                 Treasurer                          Executive Director

OBTAINING A NON-PROFIT STATUS

Every ASALH branch must secure its own EIN number and this number is used to open a bank account for the branch.  Every ASALH branch is encouraged (although not required) to secure its own non-profit status within its own State.  After obtaining such a State non-profit status, the branch is encouraged (although not required) to apply to the Internal Revenue Service in that state for a 501( c) 3 status.  The 501 (c )3 status allows the branch to accept monies and donations not to exceed $25,000 and contributors to the branch may get a tax write-off for donations and other sponsored activities.  Once a 501 © 3 status is obtained by the branch, it becomes a legal necessity to file an IRS form 990 each year.  The branch must indicate that it is a branch of the Association for the Study of African American Life and History, Inc.

All ASALH branches should utilize the branch’s full legal name when conducting branch business as well as the branches employer identification number (EIN).  As a matter of good business practices, no local branch should utilize the national employer identification number to conduct business.

To become incorporated in the State, the branch obtains a form from either the Secretary of State or Department of the Treasury in the State’s capital.  States differ as to the agency responsible for this function.  The simple application requires names of officers, addresses and phone numbers, an actual address, not P.O. Box, of the branch and a copy of the branch’s by-laws.  This is a minimum, but again States might differ.  There will be a fee involved.

If a decision is made by branch members to obtain a 501 (c ) 3 status, after obtaining the State’s applicant number or Employee Identification number (EIN), the branch contacts the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) in the State for the application to become a 501 ( c) 3 status.  The IRS application is a bit longer but basically asks the same questions as the State’s form.

The State’s EIN number must be obtained and a copy submitted with the documents for starting a Branch.  The IRS EIN number may be submitted as soon as possible after the Branch is officially chartered.  Most IRS forms required proof of issuance of the Branches charter.

In all instances, the Branch must follow their own State’s laws and requirements.  These documents become part of the permanent record and files of a Branch.

DISSOLUTION OR CLOSING A BRANCH

There may come a time when a Branch may be dissolved or cease to function and have to go out of existence.  There may be several reasons for this to occur.  Some of these occurrences may be:

1. Membership drops below the required 15 members to sustain a Branch.

2. Uncontrollable differences among officers, among members, or both.

3. Distance to the Branch meetings prove to be too far for a large number of members.

4. National branch dues increases prove to be a financial hardship on a large number of members.

5. Branch is not functioning in one or more areas according to the governance of the Constitution and By-laws of the Headquarters entity.

6. Miscellaneous issues.

In example #1 above, the Branch president should send a letter to the Membership Committee chaired by the Vice President of Membership for the association with a copy to the Director of Membership Services who will review the problem, allow reasonable time for branch to recruit new members (not longer than six months) to bring the membership level to the required 15 members.  The process of dissolution will be continued only if the 15-member requirement is not met within, or by end of, the six-month period.

In all instances above, notification to the Membership Committee is required.  A resolution should be prepared such as: “Resolved, that the X Branch be dissolved as of March 31, 200__.” According to Roberts Rules of Order, this resolution may be preceded by a preamble setting forth the reasons for the dissolution.  It is in effect a motion to rescind the bylaws, and therefore required for its adoption the same notice and vote as to amend them.  The required notice should be sent by mail to all members of the branch on record at the time.

If all options for resolution fail, the Branch president shall send a letter by certified mail, registered receipt requested to the association’s Executive Council, a copy to the Membership Committee, Executive Director, and Director of Membership Services advising of the need to dissolve the Branch.  The Executive Council may offer suggestions not considered by the Membership Committee on how to handle the request.

Should the Executive Council decide the Branch should be dissolved, it shall direct the local Branch of its decision by submitting to the branch a resolution requesting all branch remaining assets be forwarded to the Headquarters entity and request that Branch files also be forwarded.  The files and monies will be held by the Headquarters entity for an agreed upon period of time should there be a reforming of the branch or another branch in the same geographical area who may use those files and finances for the new or existing area Branch.  If no replacement or existing area Branch is found, those finances will go into the headquarters general fund and the records will be maintained in the headquarter’s history files.

The Membership Committee, upon notification of the Executive Council, will request that the Executive Council send the president of the existing Branch a letter confirming the official dissolution of the Branch.   
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